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chapels, and his  known bias  to their doctrines,   the Unitarian
Christians of England had some sort of right to claim  him as a
co-religionist.    In  the   same   manner  the   special   patronage,
which he thought proper to bestow on Vedantism, made it more
than probable that he was a Vedantist.    The laudatory  terms
in which he was accustomed to speak of the doctrines of Maho-
met, were calculated to produce   an  impression  that  he was a
believer in the Koran.    But it would be waste of time to argue
that   he was not a Mahomedan.    Neither  was he   a Unitarian
Christian, as the testimony of  Dr.   Carpenter himself already
quoted, proves, that while in London, although he attended the
Unitarian chapels, yet it was his system to avoid so far identify-
ing himself with any religious body, as to make himself answerable
for their   acts   and opinions.    We would  go   further and  say,
though   it  may   startle  and  scarify  the  Brahmos  of the old
regime, that he was not a Vedantist.    In truth, all  speculation
as   to   his   belief in   any religion  founded on his  advocacy  of
certain doctrines inculcated by it, or his attendance at its place
of worship are obviously futile. Rammohun Roy was essentially
a Thoist.    He was, as we observed in  the pages   of this Review
more than twenty years   ago, a religious Benthamite, and esti-
mated the different creeds existing in the world,  not according
to his notion of their truth, or falsehood,  but by his  notion of
their   utility ; according  to  their  tendency,   in  his  view,   to
promote the maximization of human happiness,   and the  mini-
mization of human  miseries.    His patronage, therefore, of any
system of creed  cannot  be   construed into a profession of it.
He   endeavoured  to  refine  all gross  and idolatrous   systems
into a system of pure monotheism.    Clear, subtle, daring and
deep, he   aimed at   revolutionizing the religious world.    Endo-
wed with   the  faculty of generalisation  and  animated   by an
earnest dosire to sift and  proclaim the truth, he  had  critically
studied the Bible,  the Koran, and  the Vedas.    He had arrived
at the conclusion  that the  Vedas inculcated pure  monotheism,
and the idolatry practised by his countrymen was  a corruption
of the   ancient faith. He  had publicly renounced that  idolatry